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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . WAR MEMORIES But to get the real thing! cried Vernall, the
war-correspondent. It seems impossible! It is because war is neither magnificent nor squalid; it is simply life,
and an expression of life can always evade us. We can never tell life, one to another, although sometimes we
think we can. When | climbed aboard the despatch-boat at Key West, the mate told me irritably that as soon as
we crossed the bar, we would find ourselves monkey-climbing over heavy seas. It wasn t my fault, but he
seemed to insinuate that it was all a result of my incapacity. There were four correspondents in the party. The
leader of us came aboard with a huge bunch of bananas, which he hung like a chandelier in the centre of the
tiny cabin. We made acquaintance over, around, and under this bunch of bananas, which really occupied the
cabin as a soldier occupies a sentry box. But the bunch did not become really aggressive until we were well at
sea. Then it began to spar. With the first roll of the ship, it launched its honest pounds at McCurdy and knocked
him wildly through the door to the deckrail, where he hung cursing hysterically. Without a moment s pause, it
made for me. | flung myself head-first into my bunk and watched the demon sweep Brownlow into a corner
and wedge his knee behind a sea-chest. Kary gave a shrill cry and fled. The...
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