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edition. Excerpt: .has accumulated in speech. Our very words
are charged with a kind of vitality--with the heart and brain
power of the men who used them. When a nation has been
speaking and writing and printing a word for centuries, coloring
it with the events of their public and personal life, expressing by
it their temper, their courtesy, the results of their thinking,
pouring into it their passions--you can easily see what a delicate
and marvelous instrument we may have in a common word as
Shakespeare or Milton or Webster or Lincoln may use it. It should
be the purpose of educational training to bring us into the fullest
possible control of this stored up wealth. Then an exercise of
great value in the development of intelligence is derived from
the handling of the elements of speech in their relations, a point
not sufficiently emphasized....
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