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Print on Demand *****.Cyprus has been divided since 1974.
Greek Cypriots, nearly 80 of the population, live in the southern
two-thirds of the island. Turkish Cypriots live in the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC, recognized only by
Turkey), with about 36,000 Turkish troops providing security.
United Nations (U.N.) peacekeeping forces maintain a buffer
zone between the two. Since the late 1970s, the U.N., with U.S.
support, has promoted negotiations aimed at creating a
federal, bicommunal, bizonal republic on Cyprus. The
Secretary General s April 5, 1992, Set of Ideas was a framework
for negotiations for an overall settlement. The Security Council
implied that Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash was
responsible for its failure. It then called for confidence-building
measures (CBMs). Both sides accepted CBMs in principle, but
did not agree on the Secretary General s proposed method for
recording clarifications. The prospect of Cyprus s European
Union accession triggered heightened international attention
to Cyprus and complicated settlement efforts. The U.N. hosted
inconclusive talks in July and August 1997. Denktash demanded
that the TRNC be recognized as a state equal to...
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