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New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Rambling Reminiscences of a Residence Abroad England
Guernsey On the 22nd of November, 1861, after a boisterous voyage across the South Atlantic from Charleston,
S. C., by the Burmuda and Azore Islands, in the Confederate man-of-war, Nashville, Capt. Robert W. Pegram,
commanding, we found ourselves comfortably ensconced in a West-end (London) Hotel. - Every one has heard
of London and its November fogs - Few Americans know what either exactly is. Daniel Webster, after his return
to the United States, was asked what he thought of London, and replied, | have not yet done wondering. This
language gives expression to the sentiment with which it has always inspired us, and we are sure we shall never
cease to wonder at London or a genuine London fog, dim, dreary, sullen as it is, particularly in November, when
it is a vile, double distilled fog of the most intolerable kind. Winter has already scattered his shafts, and this
penetrating fog comes like a demon in search of the dead strewn in town and country, through forest and field.
It is cold, it is wet, it is dark, it shrouds all things in a ghostly gloom, a smoke like darkness. But for the gas lights
it would be black as the ninth plague of Egypt at mid-day. Looking out of our window in Trafalgar Square, the
morning after our arrival, we saw the town wrapped in a vast winding sheet of gray mist and yellow smoke. It
was eleven o clock, still there was no sign of day; gas blazed in street lamps and shop windows. The smoke was
thick, the mist thicker, the sky black; few persons were...
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