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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Nonsense Books Perhaps the best monument to the
memory of Edward Lear is to be found in the merry laughter which his works and drawings have excited
amongst children whom he loved so well. He lives, and will continue to live, in the minds of the public as one of
the great classical authors of nonsense. It is said that Dickens was wont to peruse carefully the records of births,
deaths and marriages, in order to find names suitable to the characters in his novels. That he was singularly
successful in the assortment of his names cannot be doubted. Although it would perhaps be difficult to assign
any good reason for our opinion, we all feel that the character of the immortal Winkle could not, with any
degree of onomatop ic propriety, have been assigned to a man who spoke and conducted himself like Tupman,
and that Mr. and Mrs. Murdstone would have behaved quite differently if their names had been Trotwood. Who,
again - to put some extreme cases - would suggest that the names of Micawber and Heep, of Pecksniff and
Tapley, or of Chadband and Bucket could be transposed without wholly altering the impression of the
characters which we derive from the nomenclature? Similarly, the genius of the great nonsense authors - Lear
and Lewis Caroll - is shown in their choice of nonsense words. Who can describe a Scroobious, or Runcible bird?
Yet the man who does not at once grasp the fact that the outward appearance and special characteristics of
these two birds must of necessity differ widely, will be wholly wanting in imagination. About the Publisher
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