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TENDENCIES TO DISUNION. 1850-61. 234. The abolitionists had
never ceased to din the iniquity of slavery into the ears of the
American people. Calhoun, Webster, and Clay, with nearly all
Slavery and the the other political leaders of 1850, had united in
deploring the wickedness of these fanatics, who were persistently
stirring up a question which was steadily widening the distance
between the sections. They mistook the symptom for the disease.
Slavery itself had put the south out of harmony with its
surroundings, and still more out of harmony with the inevitable
lines of the country s development. Even in 1850, though they
hardly yet knew it, the two sections had drifted so far apart that
they were practically two different countries. 235. The case of the
south was one of arrested development. The south remained
very much as in 1790; while...
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