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indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: .A post office and a general merchandise store were also established. A
stone church edifice was erected by adherents of the Church of England and a steamboat line finally
established between the island and Canadian ports. More docks were built, thus providing for the landing and
protection of boats large and small. Later, the island was divided into four school districts; and four new and
attractive school buildings were added to island improvements, while the population had increased to the
number of six hundred or more. The drainage of the marshlands which covered onehalf of the island in 1888
and 1889--a feat of engineering skill--marked the most important era in the history of the island. These marshes
were almost on a level, it is said, with the lake, and were filled with the densest growths of wild vegetation. Their
waters bred mosquitoes, deer flies, and malaria, rendering life in their vicinity almost unbearable. An account
of this big undertaking as given by Thaddeus Smith, as here annexed, makes interesting reading. In 1878,
Lemuel S. Brown, formerly of Cleveland, Ohio, became interested in Pelee Island and bought 625 acres of land
on the east.side, being that part of the island locally known as Middle Island, entirely separated from the other
upland by marshes, and containing within its centre a marsh of several hundred acres. Mr. Brown had already
been the promoter of various enterprises on other neighboring islands. He had a long lease upon Middle Island
property,...
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