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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. One of the Last Great Traditional Epic Poems The Ballad of the White
HorseBy G.K. ChestertonThe Ballad of the White Horse is a poem by G. K. Chesterton about the idealised exploits
of the Saxon King Alfred the Great, published in 1911. Written in ballad form, the work has been described as
one of the last great traditional epic poems ever written in the English language. The poem narrates how Alfred
was able to defeat the invading Danes at the Battle of Ethandun under the auspices of God working through the
agency of the Virgin Mary. In addition to being a narration of Alfred s military and political accomplishments, it
is also considered a Catholic allegory. Chesterton incorporates a significant amount of philosophy into the
basic structure of the story.This ballad needs no historical notes, for the simple reason that it does not profess
to be historical. All of it that is not frankly fictitious, as in any prose romance about the past, is meant to
emphasize tradition rather than history. King Alfred is not a legend in the sense that King Arthur may be a
legend; that is, in the sense that he may possibly be a lie. But King Alfred is a legend in this broader and more
human sense, that the legends are the most important things about him.The cult of Alfred was a popular cult,
from the darkness of the ninth century to the deepening twilight of the twentieth. It is wholly as a popular
legend that I deal with him here. I write as one ignorant of everything, except that I have found the legend of a
King of Wessex still alive...
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